
                                                      LEND A HAND TO SAVE THE LAND 
                                                                                             - Niharika Joshi (11th B) 
 
The whole world is in turmoil at present, be it the novel coronavirus pandemic or the bushfires in 
uttrakhand or the multiple cyclones, floods and locust attacks we have seen this year. Such natural 
disasters have made it pretty evident that something is terribly wrong. From time immemorial we have 
seen how Homo sapiens have been a major contributor in large ecological disasters such as extinction of 
species and deteriorating climate, which, if continued, can lead to an inhabitable planet. 
 
 Researchers and professionals in every field had been warning us about the consequences our actions 
could create but humans have a knack for not listening till the adversity is staring them in their faces. As 
someone rightly said “We haven’t inherited this earth from our ancestors, we have borrowed it from our 
children”. Our glaciers are melting, our ozone layer is damaged and nobody seems to care. 
Overpopulation has led to the dwindling of our resources at an alarming rate and pollution has been a 
problem for decades and still we are doing everything opposite of what we should be doing for 
sustainable development. Instead of planting trees in huge numbers, we are chopping them off for 
making homes for ourselves, in turn, endangering the lives of thousands of birds and insects living in 
them. In the name of protecting we have forcefully let ourselves into the world of the animals, where 
we don’t even belong, creating irreparable damage. Building dams and roads where they aren’t needed 
for the sake of development, we have tried to stop the natural flow of the earth, and we have rightfully 
been served our lesson. This pandemic has proved how better off this world is without humans. Since 
the lockdown, the earth has been given some time to rejuvenate and beautify itself without us meddling 
in the process. Now the animals can roam a little freely, everyone can breathe easily and there are 
dolphins instead of garbage in the oceans once again. 
 
But I sincerely believe that it’s never too late to realize a mistake and improve on our part. As Mahatma 
Gandhi truthfully said, “Be the change you want to see in the world”, we need to start improving 
individually. Acknowledging the magnitude of the problem, we do need a lot of government support, 
infrastructural support and a change of mind-set but we cannot dismiss the impact a simple effort can 
make. It could be switching off a single light, planting a tree or turning off a running tap. We could urge 
our neighbours to do carpooling whenever possible and be mindful of the waste we create. This isn’t 
something which is other’s responsibility anymore, for climate change won’t spare anyone. These efforts 
even if they seem negligible can change the mind-set of the people and can become an example for 
everyone, and that is the biggest contribution one could make. 
 
 We have been bending the rules of the nature for our own comforts for so long that we have forgotten 
that living on this earth is a privilege and not a gift to have our own way with. If we want to save 
ourselves we have to take concrete steps right now or else the earth has its own ways of creating a 
solution which, as is in front of us, can be very unpleasant. We all need to lend a hand to save the land 
before it is too late. Our mother earth has forgiven us countless time and we owe her this much. 
 
 
 
 
 


